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Christmas Is aSpirit.
by Ernest C. Wilson, D. D.

The real spirit of Christmas is asource of strength to all people every¬
where. It is contagious and it spreads. Just afew persons imbued with
it may affect awhole community; and acommunity may affect astate, a
nation, even the world. It reaches out like light, and is as healing. It is
the spirit of Christmas made manifest.

The spirit of Christmas makes Christmas; it must do so if we are
really to have Christmas. Without this spirit nothing else is very important.
With it everything about the Christmas season becomes important. The
tiniest gift, no less than the most imposing, glows with alight that is re¬
flected from, but does not begin with candles and lights on the tree.

The real reason for Christmas is Christ. Like most things that are
real, its spirit begins within.

It was in amanger that our dear Lord Christ was born, and it is in
the manger of the heart that He must be born again; for however much of
Christmas giving, Christmas trees, wreaths, and gifts adorn the season of
His birth, the real Christmas must be first in the heart, lest all the other
trappings but hide, rather than reveal. His spirit.

Let us keep Christmas, cherishing His precious spirit. Let the songs
of Him be singing in the heart; endow each new Christmas custom with
atender meaning; read again the age-old story; light acandle in the window
to invite His coming; and let all we do, be it much or little, be hallowed
by the spirit that must not and shall not perish from the earth!

May the light of Christmas glow brightly in your heart. May you
radiate the warmth of His love, and feel His love for you, steady and un¬
changing. May friends and loved ones gather with you to celebrate His
coming, and may you sense the spiritual nearness of those physically distant.
May you keep this Christmas spirit throughout the year to come, remem¬
bering His holy presence every day as this day.
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invariably leaders in their respective local
churches. Apart of this leadership in the local

church is directly or indirectly related to Christian
stewardship. Adequate financial resources must be avail¬
able for almost any program in the local parish or in
t h e w o r l d o u t r e a c h o f t h e c h u r c h .

It is useful for Christian leaders to study motives for
Christian giving because, psychologically and theologi¬
cally, the “why” of Christian giving is more important
t h a n t h e “ h o w m u c h . ”

Reinhold Niebuhr has taught ageneration of theo¬
logical students that man’s motives are always mixed.
There is an element of pride as well as an element of
faith in every decision. For the purposes of this article,
let us list anumber of possible motives, moving grad¬
ually from the lower motives for giving to the higher,
more nearly Christian motives.

1. To support an institution. Many people say they
would not l i ve in acommuni ty that d id not have a
church and, as long as achurch is necessary, they are
glad to support it. We are living in an .era of tremen¬
dous respectability and social prestige for the church.
It is proper for politicians, corporation executives,
school teachers, and all leaders in public life to have
an active church membership. Attendance and financial
contributions are usually considered adequate S5nnbols
of the social propriety of belonging to achurch. Agreat
many people support the church as they would acoun¬
try club. As long as they are members they have a
financial obligation and they will fulfill it in much the
same way as they would pay any other bill.

2. To help the community and nation. Most people
feel that the church is an asset to alocal community
and that the Christian religion is an asset to the nation.
Usually they are not very articulate in the reasons why
they feel this is the case and yet, since the church is
good for the community and nation, they will support it.

3. To strengthen morality. Juvenile delinquency is
considered by many to be amajor problem in the social
life of this country today. People like J. Edgar Hoover
and others have said that avital religious faith is the
answer to this problem. Likewise for adults, most peo¬
ple feel that the sanctions of religion are powerful in
keeping the disorderly passions of aperson in line.

4 . To p romote fam i l y l i f e . We a re now mov ing
rapidly from the lower motives for giving to the higher
more distinctly Christian motives. Most Christian people
feel that their families are agift from God, an entrust-
ment, astewardship. They believe that God has given
them their husbands or wives and their children to join
with Him in aholy partnership. They know that they
will have their children for afew brief years of train¬
ing before the children go out to make homes of their

The church is the greatest help in the buildingo w n .

o f a C h r i s t i a n h o m e .

5. To relieve suffering. One of the mysteries of life
is that some nations are highly endowed, some people
are highly gifted, and some people are greatly exploited.
The Christian shares his time and money generously
and joyously in order to help those less fortunate. An¬
other of these mysteries is that some people are gifted
w i t h a b u n d a n t h e a l t h a n d o t h e r s a r e a f fl i c t e d w i t h
unexplained illness and weakness. For reasons known
only to God, many children are left without parents
and many older folks are left almost without support.
The Christian is glad to give to relieve all forms of
human suffering, acting under the inspiration of Jesus’
teaching. “Inasmuch as ye have done it unto one of
the least of these my children, ye have done it unto me.”

6. .To obey Christ. Jesus taught his disciples, “Go
....make disciples of al l nations.” The Christian
is moved with asense of divine imperative to do as his
Master has commanded and this obedience takes many
forms, one of the most significant of which is the giving
of money. Apar t o f th is obedience is to share the
good news that God was in Christ reconciling the world
unto himself. The Christian revelation of the Creator
God being also the Redeemer God is ablessed experience
which the convert must share. Indeed, the Gospel is
best known when it is most fully shared.

7. To find salvation. Men of the twentieth century
have rediscovered the meaning and relevance of sin.
Mans problem is not his ignorance, nor his finiteness,
nor his lack of scientific advance. Basically, man’s big¬
gest problem is self-worship, the misue of God’s bless¬
ings to fulfill his own selfish desires. In Jesus Christ
men find power to overcome this all-pervading selfish¬
ness and the power to become sons of God. Christians
give because “He first loved us and gave Himself for
u s .

8. To worship God. Worship is “worth-ship.” What¬
ever is of greatest value, that is, by that very token,
what we worship. The Psalmist asked “What shall I
render unto the Lord for all His benefits to me?” Man
must worship and the Christian has discovered aGod
who is worshipped, not with “rivers of oil” or thousands
of animal sacrifices, but with abroken and contrite
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When People Come To AFuneral
They Come To Worship God.
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W h e n I D i e
B Y E D W A R D M A T T H E W S

D e a r S o n ;

Isuspect that if you knew what your seventy-year-
old father is thinking about you’d treat me to one of
your inevitable wisecracks. No offense would be taken
at all, because I’m eager for you to know that Ihave
not suddenly begun to take myself too seriously for
my own good.

Tonight, my boy, Iam thinking of dying.
Two events o f recent months have s tar ted me th ink¬

ing. One of them is the plain vital statistic that your
venerable forebear has now passed the rung of “three
score years and ten.” The other is the funeral of your
Uncle Fred —an occasion which, for my money, takes
the all-time prize for mismanagement. Fred’s life was
good enough to outshine the stupid burial arrange¬
ments at its end. Perhaps because I’m not so sure so
many good things will be remembered about my life,
●I’m writing you in the hope that we can enter into con¬
spiracy to provide me with an economical, sensible, but
above aU, Christian funeral.

Keep this letter with those insurance policies and
other papers. It’s not, however, to be read as aletter
from the “other side of the grave.” Ifeel no impulse
to write you about the spiritual implications of death.
Yo u a n d I h a v e b e e n o f o n e m i n d o n a l l t h a t s i n c e a
dozen years after you began to talk. This letter is
really aset of stage directions to guide you and the
rest of the family through atime which Ican predict,
without flattering myself, will be confused and upset¬
ting for all of you.

Let’s try to visualize the occasion. It may be any¬
time within the next dozen years. Ishall probably
have been ill for at least aday, and adoctor will have
come and gone from time to t ime. If he isn’t there
when Idie, somebody ought to call him and probably
w i l l . H e i s t h e m a n w h o d e c i d e s t h a t d e a t h h a s o c ¬
curred. In effect, he gives asignal for awhole lot of
things to happen in avery short space of time. It
doesn’t require any imagination to caU the doctor at
this point. The question is,whom to call next.

Iwish in my case you’d call the pastor of our church.
Ihave afew good reasons for this. For one thing he
is prepared to put this whole matter in its proper
perspective. He is the symbol of the year-in year-out
church membership which has given meaning to my
life. Moreover, one of his jobs is to counsel people
in times of stress. He may be able to keep the family
from doing something foolish because, while he will
share in your grief, his judgment is not likely to be
impaired by it. Furthermore, Ihope he will have an
opportunity to put his head down in your presence and
give “thanks for those who have witnessed in their
lives agood confession, for all the faithful departed,
and for those dear to our own hearts who have entei’ed
i n t o r e s t . ”

Icopied that part from “The Book of Common Wor¬

ship” because Ilike it. I’ve always wanted to be listed
with “the faithful departed.” The real reason for the
prayer, of course, is that you will be getting achance
to ask for the right answers to alot of big and little
questions which you are going to have to answer. You’ll
need alot of patience and plenty of good sense.

Let the minister call the funeral director for you.
No harm in letting the funeral director know that his
role is secondary, that afuneral is aspiritual occasion
and that he can best serve you by keeping that in mind.

Idon’t mean to say anything vmpleasant about funeral
directors. Heaven knows, Iplayed chess with Fred
Willingham for forty years, even back in the days
when they s t i l l ca l led themselves under takers. The
only trouble with these fellows is that they know
you’re upset and that you don’t want to have to make
too many decisions, and so they make some for you.
The decisions they make for you may be influenced too
much by community practices and too little by religious
insight; or too much by the desire to let people demon¬
strate their sense of loss and too little by plain common
s e n s e .

The funeral director will come and take away the
body. He will take it to aclean place in his establish¬
ment where it will be embalmed and otherwise pre¬
pared to be seen by the people who will see it before
burial. All this is pretty standard and you won’t need
to elect any options at this point.

Next day, probably, the funeral director will come
around to see you about arrangements. This is where
you decide how much you spend on acasket and all
the other expenses of burial. Ihope you get aman
who will tell you aprice for the casket and will make
it clear that this price covers the cost of everjdhing.
Then there won’t be any extras to pay for to your sur¬
prise. The director who charges for extras may be just
as honest, and be charging no more than the one who
offers acomplete price, but you’re going to be upset if
you agree to pay so much for acasket and then the
bill has alist of items like embalming, slumber robe,
hearse, limousines, and death certificate. It’s all right
if he wants to make aseparate item of the grave digging,
or “grave opening,” as it’s now called, because he’s
merely passing that along to you from the cemetery
people. In our case acemetery lot wouldn’t have to
be bought, because your mother and Ihave ours bought
and paid for. You know where it is in the cemetery
and the deed is in the tin box in which Imean for you
to put this letter. You will note that our lot is here
where Iretired and not back home. Ican’t help won¬
dering at the wisdom of abody having to be shipped
half-way across the country to be buried. It’s all right

Editor’s Note: I n p r i n t i n g t h i s a r t i c l e w e v i o l a t e
one of our self-imposed principles —not to use re¬
prints. This unusual father-to-son letter deserves vride
reading. It is reprinted by permission from Preshy-
terian Life, Witherspoon Bldg., Philadelphia 7, Pa.
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be in effect transformed into achurch. That is to say
that alectern should be provided, and the Bible should
be ly ing open upon i t . The people should conduct
themselves as if they had come to church, and more¬
over the minister should be in charge of the proceedings.
Isay “if there’s some good reason,” even though Ican’t
think of any reason whatever for holding the service
any place but in the church. The churches larger, more
comfortable, more naturally aplace to worship God.
Let it not be forgotten that when people come to my
funeral, they do not come to praise me; they come to
worship God. They do not come to praise the artfulness
of the embalmers whereby it may be said that “he
looks natural.” They come to worship God.

No false modesty leads me to say this. It is simply
true that every church Iknow, every minister Iever
heard of, regards the funeral as atime for remembering
that God started life going and has the right to stop it,
that when Jesus rose from the dead he so conquered
death that we do not need to remain dead, and that
believers get to live forever with God. To be sure, the
people who gather will be gathering because they knew
and cared for me. But any notice taken of any virtue
which can be ascribed to me ought to take the form
of thanking God for bestowing that virtue on me.

You can best create the atmosphere for this atti¬
tude by having my casket closed during the service

in the church. Some churches, as amat¬
ter of fact, will give you no choice. They
will insist upon the closed casket. I’m
trying to be moderate here. I’m resisting
the temptation to say that nobody ought
e v e r t o l o o k a t t h e b o d i e s o f t h e d e a d
or ever say “goodbye” to the mortal re¬

mains of aloved one. We can’t go that far, but we
can separate the looking and the farewelling from the
worshipping. Isuggest this schedule;

The night before the funeral let the people come to
the funeral home and look at the body. Let them use
that occasion to bring themselves up to date on the
family history —births, marriages and deaths. Let
there'be visiting and harmless gossip. Perhaps someone
will tell others an anecdote about the deceased. If you
can get the minister to arrive at about nine-thirty,
he may be willing to announce that friends are invited
to look for alast time. Perhaps he will then pray,
which is always agood thing, and further will serve
as asignal for people to leave and let the family go
home and get some rest.

The next day you can either have the casket closed
all the time, or you can have it open in the church imtil
the immediate family gets there, ahead of everybody
else, to say afinal farewell. Then close down the lid
and lift up your eyes to heaven. It’s time to turn away
from men who die and look to God who makes them
live again.

Isee tha t Ihave used the words “fina l fa rewel l . ”
This is misleading since you cannot any more say
“goodbye” to me when Iam dead than you can come
to visit me at my grave. You probably will, by the
way, visit the cemetery more or less frequently in the
years following my death, but Ihope you will never
feel any sense of duty about coming, because Iwill not
be there. Since the headstone will bear my name,
my pride leads me to ask you to see that the grave is
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for soldiers, or for anybody who dies away from home,
but people who live to full age, it seems to me, should
be buried where they last lived.

Pick out acasket that will not be evenly remotely
ostentatious. To be sure, living in the world we live in,
we can’t quite get away with selecting acasket as
cheap as we’d like. There are people who will talk as
if sons who choose inexpensive caskets did not love
their fathers. If Itell you to buy acasket that costs
less than ahundred dol lars, , you wi l l d isregard my
advice and spend more. Becaixse Idon’t want you to
disregard my advice entirely Iam suggesting that you
choose amiddle course. If you are in any doubt at all,
err in the direction of less expense rather than more.

Inow have three good suits. Whenever Idie, I
will probably have between two and four good suits.
Do not under any circumstances purchase anew suit
for my burial. Any suit good enough to be worn to
church the previous Sunday is good enough to be buried
in. Idon’t think you heard about the shoes at Fred’s
funera l . The under taker ins is ted tha t he must have new
shoes. The family .thought his good shoes could be
shined up, but the funeral director acted as hurt as an
interior decorator being asked to make traverse drapes
out of cheesecloth. After the family yielded on that one,
he sold them on aslumber robe at acost of twenty-
five dollars. Then, when the casket was opened to view,
the slumber robe entirely hid the shoes.
Ilike to think that you have inherited
enough of my cussedness to be obstinate
at this point.

H o l d t h e f u n e r a l a b o u t t w o o r t h r e e
days after Idie. This should allow time
enough for arrangements and for the
family to gather. It should also be short enough atime
to keep at aminimum the period of unrest and planning.

Iwant flowers at my funeral. They add asense of
God’s created beauty to arather dismal scene. Iwant
the flowers, however, to be only those provided by the
family and afew others. Let my obituary in the news¬
paper say, “It is requested that flowers be omitted.”
The boys from the lodge and from my Bible class will
call up and ask if you really mean that. Tell the boys
sure, it’s all right for them to send abasket as a
group. Iwouldn’t want you to start putting the word
around, but I’ve always thought that those who feel
seriously frustrated by not being allowed to spend money
for flowers for my funeral could get together and buy
something highly useful and only moderately expensive
for the high school, or the library, or the church.

Ijust mentioned my obituary. Newspaper stories
about death are not likely to be scintillating prose, but
one is entitled to ask that the grammar be good and
the facts factual. Harry Wilcox, like adozen others,
will be around to ask “if there’s anything Ican do for

Being aschool teacher, Harry is literate. Ask

Hat red toward any human
be ing canno t ex i s t i n t he
s a m e h e a r t a s l o v e t o G o d .

D e a n I n g e .

y o u .
Harry to write an account of my death and take it to
the paper.

The people down at the paper will appreciate it and
we’ll all get our names spelled right. Moreover, the
emphasis will be where it belongs and accuracy will be
assured.

I t h i n k t h e f u n e r a l s e r v i c e s h o u l d b e h e l d i n t h e
church. If there’s some good reason why it should be
held in the funeral home, then the funeral home should
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Memor i es o f Ash land
P A U L I N E H A N S E N D A H L S T R O M

M U S K E G O N . M I C H I G A N

NE SUNDAY afternoon afew months ago my
sister, my brother ’s wi fe and Iwere on our
way to attend services in the Kedron church

ac ross the road f rom the o ld Ash land fo l k schoo l nea r
Grant, Michigan. It had been along time since we
last had had the opportimity to revisit the little church.
Our parents and grandfather had worshipped there years
ago, and as children we ourselves had attended services
many times.

As we neared the church and caught sight of the
white spire,, it brought to mind memories, and we fell
to reminiscing about old times
visits to this community through the years. We recalled
the many times we had walked the railroad tracks from
Grant to go to church or to some doings in the “h0jskol.”
The little white church with its spire was and is aland¬
mark for us, for it has stood for something special
down through the years.

Iwas baptized in the litt le church, and as Ilooked
again at the “dpbefont,” Iremembered the story of
my baptism, of how the horse ran away with father
hanging onto the reins wondering how he could stop
the horse by the time we reached the church, and how
mother, who was hanging on to me with one hand and
to the buggy seat with the other, wondered if there
would be any baptism.

Iremembered aquiet summer Sunday many years
later, when my father, who was avery ill man, and
Iknelt in the old church to take commimion from the
o l d m i n i s t e r w h o h a d c o n fi r m e d h i m . W h e n h e k n e w
that Pastor Kjplhede would be there for the distr ict
convention, he wanted to go back to the old church
o n c e m o r e .

Iremembered the “Fjerde Juli Fest” held every
year for many years. We had moved away, but every
year mother packed stacks of starched dresses and
blouses in the old trunk, and we went by train to Grant
to visit my father’s aunt and uncle who were part
owners of the general store. The big iron stove stood
in the middle of the store all year round. Beside it
father would stand to greet friends. Before the day
was over we had invitation^ for every meal including
“formiddags kaffe” and “eftermiddags kaffe.” Each
meal was afeast in more ways than one.

Iremembered lying on aquilt spread on the floor
just inside the open door to the store. In the soft warm
darkness Icould hear the murmur of vo ices as the
grown-ups visited. Sometimes it was small talk; some¬
times there was athorough discussion of some “fore¬
drag” which had been heard at the school or of
sermon. ’They had their opinions and expressed them,
sometimes with force. Sometimes they talked of work
that needed to be done at the church. Once when the
bell needed new rope, Iremember thinking how Iwould

like to see who could climb up to tie it on the bbll.
They all seemed old men to me. If it was agreater
task to be done, they discussed how many men would
be needed and which of the women should prepare the
meals for them. They took time out from their own
work to do these things. It was their church and they
loved i t . Somet imes there would be an outburst of
laughter, for they had atremendous sense of humor,
these old pioneers. And then they would sing —old
folk songs that they knew by heart.

Then when the Fourth of July arrived, someone
would pick us up for aride in afarm wagon, usually
with boards for seats; or we would walk the mile to
the Ashland school. Ican still hear the roosters crow¬
ing in the barnyards we passed. At the school we would
again be greeted by smiling friends with awelcoming
handshake for “Anders og Anna og bprnene.” Even
the women, busy at the hot wood stoves in the crowded
basement of the school, took time to come up and say
“goddag og velkommen.” We shall never forget it,
we children, and mother and father never forgot it as
long as they lived; nor will many, many others who
have likewise been welcomed. It was so genuine and
warm and spontaneous. Was it something of their Dan¬
ish heritage, something so deeply instilled in them that
it always remained apart of them and which they
instilled in their children as well? Something they
could retain longer in their little community than
could in the large cities?

And these people endowed their church with some
of the same warm feeling; it envelopes us every time we
visit it. Their religious heritage urged them to build
achurch. Back in those days it took real physical labor
to build achurch, much effort to maintain it. But they
worked and planned. 'They weren’t saints, so perhaps
they had their share of argument and disagreements; but
rough times or calm, they built their little church and
kept it the way they wanted it. Their children re¬
ceived aheritage to hand down to their children which
will always be theirs wherever they may be.

God has permitted the little church to stand through
the decades, for what future pmpose we do not know;
but it is still ahaven for those who have worked to
make it what it has been through the years. It is a
monument to the pioneers who built it, guarded by
white stones in the little cemetery where rest the old
founde rs .

To most of you, these reminiscences mean nothing,
but to those of you who have memories like mine, may
this be agreeting across the years and miles that
separate us. The little church still stands, the white spire
shows us the way and the bell calls us to an interlude
of warm welcome. And some day, who knows, we may
meet and visit with one another again. Perhaps for
this God has let the little church stand.

the many pleasant

w e

s o m e
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be taken not to allow the nervousness and speed of
this recent age to invade God’s tuneless sanctuary.”

There is much truth in Mr. Schreiner ’s comments,
but it seems to me he should have pointed out that
even within the category of devotional music, whether
vocal or instrumental, their is room for variety so long
as it is in keeping with the purpose of worship. Cer¬
tainly, even the great hymns, each with its own char¬
acteristics, can not rightly be made to fit the same
tempo any more than their composers could wear the
s a m e s i z e s u i t s .

Let us, for the sake of comparison and contrast,
think of some of our hymns, “Joy to the World” is full
of high exuberance; “Silent Night, Holy Night,” an¬
other Christmas hymn, is alive with awe and exalted
wonder. Each demands its own tempo, and cannot be
sung like the other without degrading it. There is
praise and admiration in “Come, Let us All Unite and
Sing,” and in “Hail Thee, Savior and Atoner;” but the
first calls for avigorous and jubilant tempo which would
not at all fit the deep spiritual maturity of the second.
There is some similarity between “Guide me. Oh, Thou
Grea t Jehovah , ” and “Lead K ind l y L igh t ; ” ye t t he
contrast between them may not be safely ignored in
the tempo. “Sing to the Lord of Harvest” and “The
Leaves are Falling Everywhere,” are both harvest hymns,
both deal with the wondrous bounties of God, yet where
the one rises in fervent gratitude, the other moves medi¬
tatively among His many benefits.

Perhaps your congregation, and this goes for several
others, needs to become more thoroughly acquainted
with the hymns that are ours. How about spending
an evening comparing and contrasting them and thus
develop asure-footed instinct in fal l ing into the right
tempo for each hjonn?

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS
The Tempo of Hyiims

Question: In our congregation there is often adif¬
ference of opinion as to how fast or how slow the hymns
should be sung. How can the disagreement be settled?

Answer: Yours is not the only congregation which
suffers from lack of concord at that point. From ex¬
perience Iam quite certain that it is between an older
and ayounger group that the disagreement exists.
Both groups may be at fault. On the one hand there

general tendency among older people to “drag”
the singing, and on the other, the younger group, in
its desire “to speed it up”, is inclined to go to the
other extreme. Nothing is gained in either instance
to improve the worship.

By and large there is also adistinct difference in
the manner of singing as it is done in “the liturgical
churches” and as it is done in the non-liturgical churches
—to say nothing of the sects. In the former there is
aquiet reverence, an appealing >beauty and astateli¬
ness about the worship which is rarely found elsewhere.
Perhaps there is an unconscious feeling among the
non-liturgicals that there is something lacking in then-
way of worship. In striving to make up for the lack,
resort is often made to cheap substitutes and stimulants,
such as snappy singing, funny stories, and other varie¬
t ies o f en ter ta inment . I t i s as though the i r hymns
are not good enough in their own right; they have to
be “pepped up.” Often they are split into several
parts to be sung with vim and variations by different
sections of the audience. All this may be quite enter¬
taining and proof of resourcefulness in making up reli¬
gious programs, but it is hardly expressive of spiritual
matu r i t y.

The spirit of it may, however, be contagious and
arouse the desire in the unwary that our worship serv¬
ices should also be “pepped up.” We had better resist
the temptation. In liturgical worship there are so many
elements whose quality has been so thoroughly tested
through the centuries that it is virtually impossible
to find anything else that can take their place.

Following is astatement by Alexander Schreiner,
organist at the great tabernacle in Salt Lake City;

“Music which accompanies worship should never be
performed in afast tempo. Devotional music, whether
vocal or instrumental, cannot be hurried without losing
its purpose. —Sometimes yoimg organists and chor¬
isters allow their energy and enthusiasm to lead them
into afaster tempo, but seasoned and mature musicians
always hold to moderate and slow speeds for church
m u s i c .

i s a

Marius Krog,
7 3 0 S o u t h 5 0 S t r e e t
Omaha, Nebraska.

Carpenter’s Son
The little shop at Nazareth,

The peaceful life for which it stood.
The clear, strong ringing hammer strokes,

'The droning saw, the riven wood.
The murmur of the smoothing plane.

The scent of shavings freshly curled —
W h e n T h o u h a d s t l e f t t h e m a l l b e h i n d

And gone thy way into the world.
Where men would hate Thee and revi le.

And one betray Thee with akiss.
And one deny, and aU forsake.

Was there one added pang in this:

That tools of Thy familiar craft
Should be the things that wounded Thee —

The hammer and the driven nails.
T h e w o o d o f t h a t a c c u r s e d t r e e ?

Ah, no! Thou Crowned and Crucified,
'Thou Power of God that seemed to fail;

’Twas not of wood Thy cross was made
’ T w a s n o t t h e h a m m e r a n d t h e n a i l

That drove the blows and fixed Thee there.
And pierced Thy hands and feet at last;

Man’s hatred and man’s sin the cross.
And love —Thy love —that held Thee fast.

— A n n i e J o h n s o n F l i n t .

“While slow music may be tedious to some to the
point of dragging, yet it may be spiritually and devo-
tionally powerful. This value can never be had from
ahurried and nervous rendition. Asparkling rendition
may be desirable in aconcert performance, but not
in adevotional service. Great composers such as
Palestrina, Bach and Handel always wrote their inspiring
church music in stately and slow rhythms. Care must
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The Refugees From Hungary

As We Have Opportunity ....
By Jean Olson

/ / / /

I TIS Aterribly old-looking building, this Evangelical crowded living conditions are ideal for political ferment
Home in Weidhng near Vienna —huge, yellow- and moral decay. The refugees are invited to remain in
grey construction which obviously needs some re- the homes until they can be integrated or moved to

pair. However, the children who spend their summer another country, as they wish,
vacat ions there near the beaut i ful Vienna Woods don’t ™
much care about the looks so long as there are under- .p*.®15,000 refugees into Austria has brought
standing “house mothers” to keep them comforted and ^ tragedy which weighs on the h r̂ts of the
lots of room in which to play. Austrians and the whole Western world. The pitiful

j s i g h t o f w o m e n s e a r c h i n g t h e f a c e s o f e a c h n e w a r r i v a l
Under ordinary conditions, the building would be in camp for lost loved ones and of the brave Freedom

left empty in the winter, as it was until early in No- Fighters forced to give up their struggle for liberty
vember. But few people these days are living or work- and flee before the overwhelming odds is not pleasant
ing under “ordinary conditions” and ““ ■ “j; ^ , ... . f
old Home was opened and new occupants moved in — , . , 
refugees from Hungary, 29 of them —16 children, nine are coming too and thousands "of "offerr oF^d""of''an
men and four women. One young couple had atwo- kinds fill letters, telephones, telegrams and radios
months old baby which they had pushed in acarriage throughout' the country. Everyone wants to help and
many miles from their Hungarian home across the bor-
der into free Austria. This carriage looked abit road-
worn but was more than most refugee couples with
babies had and was therefore aprized possession.

so one wing^ of the to see. But along with the refugees coming to Austria,
an estimated 1,000 per day, thousands of tons of help

the churches are nowhere near the last in the line.
Evangelical Hilfswerk, which has been channeling

Hungarian refugee relief from most of the Protestant
churches, reported November 8that more than $60,000Also under ordmary conditions. Sister Magdalena worth of food, clothing, medicines and money had been

Hellerman would have spent November working, as received, particularly from the Lutheran World Federa-
î ual, in achildren’s home run by the Bavarian Lu- tion. World Council of Churches, German and Swiss
mer̂  Church in Germany. But, when the stream of church relief agencies. Further shipments and checks
rrightened refugees entered Austria, she could not stay were arriving daily, even smaller sums like the $250in Bavaria when her knowledge of Hungarian could be contributed by the Women’s Guild of the American
used to help them. Besides, only two years ago she Church in Geneva. Church workers in Vienna bought
herself had been arefugee when she left Yugoslavia much needed paper diapers with this sum which were
after many years of persecution. She knew what it was brought to acamp of 4,500 persons where mothers had
l̂ e to have fled, to live macamp and suffer the anxiety no opportunity to wash out diapers before being sent
of not knowmg what to do or where to go. She took ato other areas,
month’s “vacation” from her work and left for Vienna.

And the wonderful Austrians! How they responded
Dressed in her long, gray deaconess uniform with to this emergency! Special church collections were

alarge white apron and starched white cap. Sister Hell- taken and parsonages left open for gifts which ■arrived
erman and her confident friendly manner provided ahi numbers beyond estimation even from poor districts,
sort of stableness to the Home life and arelief from the People collected food and clothing from door to door
chaos which had enveloped the refugees for the past and brought packages to the Hilfswerk office in Vienna,
few weeks. The men were going to be interviewed to- ,, , , . . . .
morrow, shaving sets had been ordered, basins in which .iriWiener Neustadt should be
to wash the babies were on the way and Hilfswerk ua^ V i e n n a h a d b e e n n o t i fi e d
relief agency of the Austrian Lutheran Church, had ̂ Austrian government last week to expect 1,000
promised to get them under-clothing in addition to the in three days who were to be housed in their
overcoats, shoes and sweaters already sent. lormer Russian barracks. This barracks was without

. S 3 S , l i g h t o r r u n n i n g w a t e r . T h e t o w n s p e o p l e s w a r m e d
Thmgs were improving. The thoughtfulness of ato help and installed all this material themselves They

local school teacher who had asked his children to con- also diverted ashipment of beds from their own hospitaltribute their used clothing to the Hungarians was also and used them in the barracks. All was sparkling clean
much appreciated, particularly since the clothing was when the refugees arrived. The city did not have
not very used, an indication of the concern which all enough money to pay its employes'afterwards but went
felt for the refugees’ plight. into debt without complaint. Many benefit concerts and

The Weidling Home is only one of five Evangelical « ^ o n e y f o r
homes in different parts of Austria being used for refu-anyone buying materials for the refugees,
gee housing during the emergency period. All relief
agencies were trying to prevent the need for these peo¬
ple to stay in large camps where the depressive and

e v e n

Miss Olsen is Staff Writer for the Department of
World Service, Lutheran World Federation.
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from simple stories, usually gets afew extra items
without cost along too.

Besides the responses from countries and churches
for sending aid into Austria, what has been most heart¬
ening has been the offers from other nations to accept
refugees themselves for resettlement. Switzerland took
1,000 the first week with Holland, France and Belgium
right on her heels. Sweden, Portugal, England and
America have also offered room and registration is now
progressing for sending those who wish to be moved

quickly as possible. The church resettlement agencies
in all these countries are being asked to help these
people find jobs and homes when they arrive
which will not be easy. Htmgarian speaking refugees
of all ages and talents will be included, many former
Communist Party members who tore up their cards
when the spark for freedom touched off the revolution.
They’ll need to be welcomed, understood and helped.
They’re hoping the hearty invitations will not be fol¬
lowed up by icy stares or keep-thy-distance attitudes.

And there is something else they will be looking
for, too .

Slfr titling Worli
5 The Meanings of “Persuade

( N u m b e r 2 Z )

9 9

t
%

I

IThe word “persuade” now implies success; we |speak of persuading aman only if our arguments j
Iand pleas prevail upon him to accept the judgment |

make the decision to which we urge him. But |
this is not necessarily so in the King James Ver- \
Sion of the Bible. In Acts 19:8-9 we read of Paul’s \
“disputing and persuading” at Corinth, with the |
result that some “were hardened, and believed not, |
but spake evil of that way.” In Acts 28:23 we are f
told that at Rome “there came many to him into |
his lodging; to whom he expounded and testified |
the kingdom of God, persuading them concerning |
Jesus, both out of the law of Moses, and out of the
prophets, from morning till evening;” but the next

records that some believed and some did

a s o r

a t a s k

Some 600 students and 40 professors and teachers
from the University of Oedenburg (Sopron), Hungary,
just over the Austrian border, fled together into neutral
Austria when the Russian tanks threatened to surroimd
them. They announced that they wanted to re-establish
the university intact in the free West and offers of aid
for this project were received from all over the world.
They need not worry about getting aschool or books

scholarships or housing. And when asked if there
was anything else that could be done for them, one
Protestant assistant professor replied:

v e r s e

not. The Revised Standard Version uses the terms
“arguing and pleading” in the account of his work
at Corinth, and it uses “trying to convince them”
in the account of the day at Rome.

i

In The Merchant of Venice (III, 2, 281) Salerio
describes the unyielding temper of Shylock:

“twenty merchants.
The duke himself, and the magnificoes
Of greatest port, have all persuaded with him;
But none can drive him from the envious plea.

o r

“Yes, please help us so that we can really celebrate
Christmas openly with holy communion and hymn sing¬
ing again.- We could not for so many years.

On the other hand, “persuade” is used in its
full sense in such passages as Matthew 27:20, Acts
14:19 and 19:26. And “I am persuaded” is hardly
strong enough in most contexts where the passive
form of the Greek verb appears. The Revised
Standard version of Romans 8:38-39 reads: “For
Iam sure that neither death, nor life ...nor any- |
thing else in all creation, will be able to separate |us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.” I
Note also “be convinced” (Luke 17:31); “are con- |
vinced” (Luke 20:6); “fully convinced” (Romans |
4:21; 14:5); “I am sure” (2 Timothy 1:5, 12); “we
feel sure” (Hebrews 6:9).

In the Old Tes tament , the word “persuade”
usually has abad sense, being used as the equiva¬
lent of entice, mislead, or deceive. Compare 1
Kings 22:20; 21, 22 where KJ uses “persuade” for
the same Hebrew verb which it translates “entice”
in 2Chronicles 18:19, 20, 21. Or compare the ac¬
counts concerning Hezekiah found in 2Kings 18
and 19, 2Chronicles 32, and Isaiah 36 and 37.

Luther A. Weigle.

One day, Phillips, arenowned preacher, became quite
ill and would see no visitors. When Robert IngersoU,
the rank unbeliever, heard that his friend was sick, he
called at his home to see him and was admitted at once.

“I appreciate this very much,” said IngersoU.
why do you see me when you deny yourself to all your
f r i e n d s ? ”

‘ B u t

It is this way,” answered the bishop. “I feel confident
that Iwill see my other friends in heaven, but this may
be the last chance to see you.”

U

m.

’Lcl none licar you itUy taytufj,

There is nothinff /con do ..

Clot l ie him in His n a m e

Woriel Reliefl e r a i i

ivMWPliillipsturg, N. J.202 Skafer Avenue,
, v \ v u v \ u \ \ w v \ w v v v i A w v w \ m w \ v u \ \ v u \ v \ v v \ m n \ u \ \ \ u \ \ \ \ \ u v u w \ v \ \ v \ \ \ \ \ v \ u w \ \ \ w \ % w .
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Su r
M R S . E L L E N K N U D S E N . E D I T O R

1 0 3 3 S o u t h Te n t h S t r e e t

Maywood, Il l lnoli

mas may speak about the light which shines in the
darkness. Advent is not fearful; it is hopeful, and it
prepares for the coming of Him who is the light of the
world. And it is avery realistic preparation for the
celebration of his coming that aworld crisis centers
about the land of His bir th. This year we certainly
shall be able to sing about Bethlehem that “the hopes
and fears of all the years are met in thee tonight.”

December 1, 1956

A d v e n t
On the whole the church year is ablessing. There

is agreat value in the fact that we commemorate the
events of the gospel, and that we do this in regular
sequence. The yearly re-enactment of the life and work
of Christ makes us enter into the salvatory events and
makes them real in our lives in asignificant way. The
drawback of the cycle, as it is of any cycle, is that we
are tempted to get into arut so that we merely go
through the motions and become impervious to the real
impact of the act of God. When this happens we need
to be shaken out of our lethargy.

The gospel texts of the last end of the Trinity season
quite naturally are concerned with the final parts of
the gospel story.' We have, therefore, during the Sun¬
days of November been presented with texts that deal
with predictions of the last things. Usually we take
these matters more or less in stride and breath asigh
o f r e l i e f w h e n A d v e n t c o m e s a r o u n d w i t h a n e w c h u r c h
year so that' we can shift our interest to the more
pleasant pre-Christmas messages. This year however,
world events have formed aterrible and tragic back¬
ground for the words of the gospel. There have been
wars and rumors of wars. Men, women and children
have been brutally persecuted, and the very battle¬
ground in the Middle East has been filled with names
which not only recall Biblical history but also some
of the strong Biblical predictions of the final clash. We
have therefore listened to the gospel readings and to
the se rmons w i th an unusua l sens i t i veness .

J . K .

Key Women Meet in One-Day Session
In accordance w i th ac t ion taken a t the d is t r i c t WMS

meeting in Cedar Falls, the congregations in District IV
sent representatives, (key women), to ameeting in Des
Moines, Saturday, November 10, for the purpose of
organizing adistrict committee which will serve as a
working unit in the district.

It was abeautiful faU. day and we were privileged
to meet in the cheerful seminary classroom at the col¬
lege. Mrs. Agnes Holst, district representative, opened
the meeting by reading aselection from achapter en¬
ti t led, “Minister ing to Christ , ” af ter which we uni ted
in prayer.

The committee was organized with Mrs. Agnes Holst
as chairman, Mrs. Marietta Strandskov as vice chairman,
Mrs. Thyra S0rensen, treasurer; and Mrs. Esther Jepsen,
secretary.

M i n u t e s f r o m t h e W M S d i s t r i c t c o n v e n t i o n w e r e
read. Mrs. Holst reported that the Saturday evening
offering at the convention amounted to $95 of which
$20 was used to defray expenses of the evening speaker,
and the remaining $75 divided equally between the
Santal Tractor ftmd, the St. Paul’s Kitchen fund, and
the d is t r i c t WMS t reasury. Two do l la rs cont r ibu ted
later were added to the treasury, boosting its total to $27.

Our common goal, common interest and common
problems were topics included in the day’s agenda. It

reprehensible, it would be utterly impossible. The refu- pointed out that church women’s organizations,
gees are still coming across the Hungarian border, guns originally called “Aids” were, and in truth still are,
are still bristling in the Middle East, and no one dares that. Their purpose is to aid the congregations
predict what might happen before this even goes to print, their program. And, quoting from Rev. H. O. Niel-

What does this do to Advent? Does it not ruin the sen, Mrs. Holst stated that, Tlie broad program of the
cozy, comfortable Christmas atmosphere which we treas- church is to: Preach, Teach and Live religion. That
ure so much? Perhaps it infringes upon the latter, but being true, then preaching religion which is evangelism
it does not destroy the Advent message. On the con- in all its phases, and teaching religion which involves the
trary, it brings out the real Advent, the real pre- entire religious educational program, and living religion
Christmas message which is that the l ight wi l l shine which concerns i tself with the whole field of human
in the darkness. Advent is not aperiod in which all relationships becomes the foundation upon which church
talk of darkness is dispelled. On the contrary, it is awomens’ groups, as auxiliaries, must build their program,
period in which the darkness of the world is given Both general and specific interests and problems
extra emphasis. The dark clouds of the world situa- were discussed, after which the committee moved the
tion therefore enhance rather than destroy the signi- following recommendations for consideration this year:

1) That as ajoint mission project in District IV we
The difference between Advent’s emphasis upon dark- strive to get new subscribers to the Santal Missionary

ness and that of pessimism and despair is, however, that with atwo-fold purpose, namely: to help the mission
Advent speaks about the darkness in order that Christ- and to acquaint more people with its work.

( C o n t i n u e d o n P a g e 1 5 )

I f t he wo r l d even t s t hus have made us a l e r t t o t he
gospel, can we shake this sensitiveness off as we move
into Advent? Can we this year remove ourselves from
and fears and relax in apre-Christmas and Christmas
atmosphere? Iam sure that the common answer would
that such ashow of ind i fference would not only be

fi c a n c e o f A d v e n t .
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not fail to remember him in your thoughts this Christ¬
m a s .

yo44iU In the'past few- weeks, Ihave received two letters
of criticism. One was of the “praise” type and the
other was the opposite type. Ifeel that the latter
letter was perfectly in order and Iwish to thank the
sender in print. Ido not attempt perfection, only
I some tmes ac t as i f t ha t i s wha t I des i r e when I
edit articles. Any criticism Ireceive is taken in good
feeling and Iwould appreciate more of it. It is only
by such letters that your editor will learn what he
is doing wrong. Please continue your frank expres¬
sions of opinions .... they are gratifying.

^ , American Evangelical Lutheran
Youth Fellowship

E D I T O R : E V E R E T T N I E L S E N
1100 Boyd

Des Moines, Iowa

t

I
A E L Y F D o i n ’ s

Danevang, Texas: Danevang reports forming two
youth groups, one called the Danevang Luther League High School Students Going oil to College
and the other the Danevang Youth Fellowship. This ®
is an attempt to solve the “age problem.” These two following article was submitted by Dr. Ernest
erouDs nlan to sell YTII Ethis vear N i e l s e n , p r e s i d e n t o f G r a n d V i e w C o l l e g e . H e i s w e l lgroups p^to sell YULE this year. known to most of you and needs no real introduction.

Newell, Iowa. Newell calls its AELYF the DUK, and His opinions are clear and good and deserve your close
holds two meetings amonth, one abusiness meeting, a t t e n t i o n ,
the other, asocial one. They have twenty-two members Every high school boy or girl who plans to go to
this year, whom, from all indications, are very active, college next September ought to make application for
They have aprogram printed so that each member admission as soon as possible. It is not too early to
may know what is planned for each meeting. It is write for full information,
also designed so that the congregation is informed
o f t h e a c t i o n s o f t h e i r D U K .

Grand View is YOUR college. The Faith and Life
Advance has emphasized the importance of Grand View

Of the two social meetings sponsored so far, one College. The funds that have been gathered through
was abox social for the whole congregation. They this united effort assures the erection of anew science
also danced to the music of aHammond organ played hatl. It is the first unit of aseries of units which

'by Miriam Thuesen and Nile Buch. Another member, gradually will be built on the campus of Grand View
Barbara Jensen, sang to many of the selections. At College,
the other meeting, the 'members sang, folk danced, In areal sense. Grand View is developing its facili-
saw movies, and heard various vocal and instrumental ties to provide adequate accommodations for YOU.
solos. They express an interest in what other youth The college offers its educational services to you at
groups are doing ...will you tell them? a cost which is most reasonable. There is asynod

Marlette, Michigan: 'Hie play, Tumblin Creek was scholarship to every student who is amember of the
staged by the Juhl and Germania young people. It AELC; special travel grants are assured to students who
was well received with well over two hunched in come from congregations located more than 1,000 miles
attendance. They also report amovie and hymn-singing, from Des Moines; also student aid in form of part-

Sidney-Gowen and Greenville: There was ajoint work; student loans; and scholarships are available
meeting there with ahay ride and barn dance in October ®^limited number to qualified applicants. The oppor-
for the Muskegon society. The Muskegon young people tunity is yours,
stayed at various homes in the congregations. They con- You will find that Grand View College offers
eluded with a“FaU Festival” and abanquet after at- siderable diversity. While the emphasis on the part
tending morning services at Sidney. of many students is to prepare for transfer to four-year

St. Stephen’s, Chicago: The society there plans ainstitutions, the college, nevertheless, recognizes the
play. Every Family Has One, for sometime in December, needs of students with varying capacities and interests.
They also report attending National and District work- We are anxious to encourage both boys and girls
shops and conventions. t o s e e k e d u c a t i o n b e y o n d h i g h s c h o o l . T h e r e

c o n -

a r e m a n y
Des Moines: The LYF there sponsored an Operations superiorhigh school students in ourcongregations who

India program on December 2, featuring Gora Tudu reason or another do notg o o n t o c o l l e g e ,
as the speaker. Refreshments were served and an We are most anxious to encouragesuch students to
enjoyable time is reported. write to u s a t G r a n d V i e w C o l l e g e .

Through the Faith and Life Advance, there has been
agreat emphasis upon the college. Aposter inviting
the youth pf the ciwreh to attend Grand View will be

TKis rriofitii fiiids us in the Advent se^oii with the l o © v e t y c b i i g l ' e g a t i o n . ^ ^ r i f c e t o d a y f o r t h e c p I -
enjoyable lime of Christinas drawing near. Each one catalog. Write for information and guidance. Make
of US can make someone else’s Christmas more enjoyable y'”"’ application for admission early. Send your letter
in so many ways. Gora Tudu, the Indian student whom ®f inquiry lo;
we sponsor, is spending his holiday season here in
Des Moines at 1100 Boyd. He is far from his wife and
family and any greetings will be appreciated, Iam
certain. He is agrand young man and has awonderful
sense of humor, besides being very intelligent.

Over the Typewriter

ADMISSIONS OFFICE
Grand View College
Des Moines 16, Iowa

Start now to talk over with your parents the prospect
Do of going to Grand View next fall.
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DANSK NYTAAR 1957. Looking through DANSK
NYTAAR one can not help being impressed by its .

var ied content, contr ibuted by so many wel l known
writers and poets. The editor, Professor P. Nyholm,
Wartburg Seminary, has akeen sense for what the
reader hopes to find in abook of this kind.

The red cover has abeautiful picture called “Ex¬
pectation.” It is abust made by the sculptor Christian
Pe te rsen o f ayoung Dan ish -Amer i can g i r l , Joanne
Elaine Bang, agrandchild of our poet and writer Au¬
gust L. Bang.

It will be impossible to mention all the articles and
their authors, but you will find Christmas —and other
short stories, fine poems and interesting articles giving
childhood-memories, pioneer-stories and thoughts about
“Danish heritage.” The last mentioned contribution is
a thought -p rovok ing a r t i c le wr i t ten by the ed i to r o f
LUTHERAN TIDINGS. This ar t ic le is one belonging
to the English section, anew addition to DANSK NYT¬
AAR, with several fine contr ibut ions. Iwonder i f this
section is an indication or prophesy of an early de¬
parture of the Danish text in the year-book. Surely
awider distribution and sale is not gained by adding
an “English” section. .

Professor Hannah Nyholm, North Central College,
Napeiwil le, I l l inois, has written an informative art icle
about the influence o f Grundtv ig on Amer ica ’s fo lk
high school movement, mentioning among others Ash¬
land, Danebod, Highlander Folk School and John C.
Campbe l l Fo lk Schoo l . The ed i to r ’s in te rv iew w i th
August L. Bang in Cedar Falls will be read with ap¬
preciation by the many fr iends of the man, who for
years has been Icnown as an editor and poet bringing
inspiration to our people throughout America.

The latest news coverage on famous Danish-Ameri-
cans and -Canadians is always interesting reading. Here
we can foUow Victor Borge’s success, Peter Freuchen
on television and many others. Naturally the Church
has not been forgot ten. There are p ic tures of new
church edifices, of newly ordained pastors and short
obituaries of men and women, who have given their
lives in service. Also of interest is an article by Mrs.
Fride E. Miller about the Dagmar-Volmer colony.

One thing Imiss, in this book which reminds me
of the old Danish almanacs, is acalendar for the new
year with apage for each month. But all in all DANSK
NYTAAR 1957 is atempting book to start reading, full
of information, and promising hours of pleasure!

P a u l E . W i k m a n .
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IT'S FUN TO BE NICE, by Wanda Bell. Adelightful
little book which your child will cherish. Its beau¬

tiful Illustrations and gay little verses about every¬
day things will make your child want to emulate its
gay characters in minding their manners. 75c.

WHEN IPRAY, by Olive W. Burt. Lovely prayers
in verse which your child will love and use. It will

help and guide your children’s prayers. 75c.
Both of these books would be good supplementary

material for the primary classes in Sunday school, and
ideal for Christmas gifts in the home. Both can be
had from The Warner Press, Anderson, Indiana.

G e r d a D u u s .

SURPRISED BY JOY, C. S. Lewis, Harcourt, Brace
&Co., 238 pages. $3.50. This autobiography, (as

well as -the book described in the following review),
comes out of the life and times of an outstanding Chris¬
tian leader. Lewis, author of such arresting books as
“The Screwtape Letters” and “The Pilgrim’s Regress,”
teUs of his philosophical wanderin from naivety into
atheism and thence back into the “joy” of Christianity.
The style is atypical Lewisonian anomaly ●— both
crisp and warm. The story is intellectual in its appeal
but with adash of sent iment and apinch of emotion
mixed in. It is the story of aman who has shared so
much of his broad intelligence in previous books, and
now would share the adventures of his personality. It
is good reading, and in it we recognize many of the
experiences we have seen in others, if not in ourselves.

THE LIVING OF THESE DAYS, Harry Emerson Fos-
dick. Harper &Brothers, 324 pages, $4.00. No one

can have read much about Fosdick, or heard him speak,
without wondering who were the people who most in¬
fluenced him, and what books made their deepest im¬
pression on him. One of the most controversial figures
of the past two generations, he was aBaptist, but many
aBaptist said he was not. He was aChristian, but
many aChristian said he was not. He was an out¬
standing preacher, but many apreacher said he was
not. (And in these pages we discover that even as a
pre-seminary student, he did not act like one!) Fos¬
dick knows that people want to dig deep before they
will evaluate him, and in his autobiography he loosens
the soi l without water ing i t down. His final chapter,
“Ideas That Have Used Me,” summarizes the impetus,
the direction, and the goal of his long, still-active life.
W h e r e u s l e s s e r o n e s w o u l d h a v e d e s c r i b e d “ T h e I d e a s

IHave Used,” this influential pastor emeritus of River¬
side Church, New York, humbly disclaims credit for
himself. Ayoung pastor will probably not agree with
Fosdick’s liberal views, but he will gain confidence
and inspiration from readmg this life story.

— T h e E d i t o r .

EVERYONE, including ministers, sometimes succeed
only in saying the wrong thing. There was the pastor,
for example, who hadn’t seen an acquaintance for years,
and asked him, “How is your wife?”. The reply was.

Oh, I’m sorry,” said the pastor,
and then realized tha.t wasn’t quite the thing to say, so
he added, “I mean, I’m glad.
Finally, he blurtqd out, “Well, I’m surprised.

S h e ’ s i n h e a v e n ” .

And that was even worse.

Men are never so likely to settle aquestion rightly
as when they discuss it freely.

Macaulay.
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excused from showing up at church for three or four
years. But not Mrs. B. And she is only twenty.”

“You got apoint. Some young folks are all right.
. . .A l l the same, most people go too easy on thei r
youngsters. Nowadays, everything around the house
is controlled by switches' ’cept the kids.”

We laughed. “Seems to me Iheard somewhere that
this is the time of the year when kids suddenly get
very, very good.”

“Yup. Christmas is ’bout here, all right. Done your
Christmas shopping yet?”

“I guess we have. Idepend on my wife to get it
done. Don’ t you?”

“Well, usually Idecide on how high to go and then
she goes bargain hunting.”

“Carl, you just gave me atheme for aChristmas
talk. ‘Bargain hunting.’ Do you know that this is the
Advent season in the church year? It means the ‘ex¬
pectant season.’ It means the world is looking for
something.”

“And most people are just looking for bargains, is
t h a t i t ? ”

O P I N I O N

A N D

C O M M E N T
Young folks today deserve agood hiding, that ’s

Carl , the indignantw h a t ’ s t h e m a t t e r w i t h t h e m !

church custodian, poked vigorously with his long-handled
broom between the legs of our swivel-back chair, threat¬
ening its balance. Since we were sitting in it, we ob¬
served his vigor with less admiration than wariness.
Carl has the faculty of saying out loud what we are
content usual ly to mul l over s i lent ly. So we en joy
our l i t t le conversat ions wi th h im. Whi le he sweeps
up, we sweep up our thoughts for inspection, and al¬
though most of them can be discarded, occasionally a
v a l u a b l e i s u n c o v e r e d . “Well, something like that, Iguess. The idea is

still just aglimmer. But it’s astart, anyway. Never
thought of it like that before, but God certainly was not
looking for any bargains when He moved in among
us, was He? Turned out to be pretty expensive for Him.”

“Guess it was worth it to Him, though ...But you
can’t change people, pastor. They’re going to look for
bargains and try to get by cheap even when it comes to
giving presents.”

“I suppose that’s right. .There’s something basically
dishonest about the whole idea of trying to find
thing that looks like it cost alot more money than it did.”

“I can’t say Iagree with you, but I’m willing to drop
it ...What’s that you’re working on, there?”

“This? Oh, it’s arough plan for the Christmas
issue of TIDINGS. I’d like it to be something special

^ ^ a n n u a l . C o u p l e o f w e e k s a g o I - w r o t e l e t t e r sthem was just trying to show the others how brave all over the country asking people for contributions.
Today, the mail man brought three responses, all ‘no’s’.”

“Looks like we’ll have some blank pages in that one.”
There’s always plenty of

material. But I’d rather use work from our own people.”
but when they was little they didn’t do any “Maybe you can get that feller Andersen —Einar

stunts like this. They was brung up right —maybe Andersen —to write some more about Grundtvig.
Iwas alittle hard on ’em, but they minded me and “You like to read about Grundtvig?”
they had respect.”

“Well, it’s always easier to overlook the faults of “ W e l l , t h e n , I d o n ’ t . . . . ”
our own kids. You know, we never really know how “Andersen -knows what he wants to say and says
good we are as parents until we see how our grand- it right out. That’s what Ilike. Seems to know his
children turn out.” s t u f f , t o o — b u t y o u c a n ’ t g o b y m e . T h a t t h e o l o g i e s

—whatever you call it —Idon’t get most of it.
“Do you know, Carl, that much of the history of

our Synod —the whole Christian Church, for that
matter —revolves around points of theology? It’s im-

T. A , , , , - p o r t a n t t o t r y t o k n o w a l i t t l e b i t a b o u t i t e v e n i f i t‘Maybe so. Anyway, he’s had more practice.” fs heavy goiJig sometimes.
“And young folks are not all bad. Some of them '‘Td rather stay ignorant.”

are pretty marvelous. Did you see last Sunday that “You’re just saying that. Did you know that a
Mrs B. was here to teach Sunday school? She’s just court here in the U. S. once declared that preaching
asubstitute now because she has that little four-month- Grundtvigianism was preaching false doctrine’ You can
old baby. But the superintendent called her up at the read about it in Enok Mortensen’s book about our church
last minute, and she came, and brought her baby right —I’ve showed that to so many people Iknow the
into class with her. Lots of young parents think that page. It’s page 97.”
when they have ababy or two it means they are

“What’s eating you today, Carl? Neighbor kids
step in your begonias again?”

“I’m talking about those young brats who used their
crayons on the front door of the church —took me
half an hour to scrub them dirty words off. If Icatch
’em at it. I’ll guarantee you they’ll never come within
four blocks of this place again. Young squirts ....”

“Was kind of ashock, wasn’t it, seeing how little
respect they have for church property? But scaring
the neighborhood kids away from the church isn’t ex¬
actly what we want to establish as aregular practice
a r o u n d h e r e . ”

“Those are young hoodlums, that’s what they are!
I d o n ’ t c a r e i f w e n e v e r s e e t h e m a r o u n d . ”

s o m e -

Maybe they aren’ t so bad. I rather th ink one of

“When Iwas akid we had better ways of showin’
off than that. Take my own kids
you just married the last of ’em this summer, didn’t
you?

Well, it’s not that bad.g r o w n u p n o w —

> )

N o .

How’s that again? Oh yeah, Isee what you
mean .... Well, anyway, the kids Isee around now
are young fools, all of ’em.”

‘Carl, there’s no fool like an old fool.‘

“Me, Idon’t even know what false doctrine is
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this subjective faith would facilitate progress, prosperity,
health, free enterprise and military fortitude. It was
natural for the majority to say that through this faith
they were actually putting into practice the justice and
charity of the sermon on the mount.

Mr. Herberg points out that the rapid growth of
American Religion membership coincided with the in¬
crease in what Dr. Reisman has called the other directed
attitude, the compliance with what the peer-group is
doing and saying. The time had now come when the
safest thing to do was that of joining achurch, subscribe
to its tenets and rules and do one’s part in the institution.

The formation of areligion is always unique because
the culture in which it happens is different from any
other culture; and yet it is arepetition; all national,
racial or territorial entities have made their religions,
simply because man is by nature areligious person.
He is by nature aman of fear who seeks asecurity
not only in this life but beyond the border. He is a
man of self-preservation and he wants the gods to be
o n h i s s i d e .

There -is adifference between the religions. There
is more chance for the prophet in one religion than
there is in another. Isaiah would not have been toler¬
ated among the Philistines nor would aGnmdtvig have
been accepted in Norway. Let us hope there may be
room for the prophet who can see the truth of life and
the preacher who can proclaim the good news. A
religion can be ahaU in which truth can freely be
proclaimed and it can be asecular mammonized devil
who for the sake of an illusive prosperity crucifies
t h e L o r d .

The American Religion
«

Aage Moller

The Republican party platform declared that their
candidate is not only the leader in world and domestic
politics but he is also the spiritual leader of the coun¬
t r y. Mr. E i senhower has g i ven the make rs o f t he
platform good reason to insert the declaration for he
has publicly and as the leader said that our nation
is anation under God, that without faith in God there
is no sense to the term The American Way of Life and
n o c h a n c e f o r i t s s u c c e s s . I t i s o b v i o u s t h a t i n h i s
mind there is atripartite religion in U. S. which is
indigerous in The American Way of Life and is the
spiritual phase of that way. He is not erring in that.
Every one knows that there are ideological differences
between Protestants, Catholics and Jews, and that there
is inflammable sentiment between them, but they are
all three united in aservice toward the Way. That is
why they can jointly act together where the Way is
the center of events. They are all avowed opponents
to Communism which the adversary of the Way. With
their different theologies they subscribe to the tenets
of The American Way of Life.

Mr. Wi l l Herberg has so c lea r l y and t ru th fu lUy
pic tured the development of the Amer ican Rel ig ion
in h i s book ca l l ed , “P ro tes tan t —Catho l i c —Jew. ”
He is saying that the inauguration of the religion hap¬
pened with the third generation. Here were people
that no longer could tell themselves and others who
they were and where they belonged. They had no longer
aprogressive contact with the ethnic group out of
which they came. They needed an identification card
and they chose to use the organized religion of their
ancestors as such. They were now no longer Danes
or Germans, but they were Catholics, Jews and Pro¬
testants. I t gave them satisfaction in their minds to
know that they belonged somewhere and could evaluate
themselves as people who were someth ing. I t was
natural that they started to demand astately church
having all its tenets and improved liturgy in solid
order. It was also natural that church membership
became anecessity in regard to social prestige. So
rapidly did church affiliation grow that the person who
by th is t ime is not amember of aProtestant , Cath¬
olic or Jewish church is considered to be queer.

It was natural for the church to emulate the govern¬
ment, the lodge, the college and the chamber of com¬
merce and become afunctionary agency alongside these.
It was natural to substitute aloyal fidelity to the
church for the God of the scriptures and assume that

Third Assembly —Lutheran
W o r l d F e d e r a t i o n

The Third Assembly of the Lutheran World Federa¬
tion which will convene in Minneapolis, Minnesota,
August 15-25, 1957, offers Lutherans arich opportunity
for Christian fellowship and spiritual inspiration. Dele¬
gates and official visitors from 29 different countries
representing 57 autonomous Lutheran church bodies
will attend. These churches have atotal membership
of more than 50 mi l l i on members . More than 700 de le¬
gates and official visitors will particpate in the sessions.
It is estimated that the sessions and other public events
will attract more than 50,000 persons.

Every effort is being made to bring these spiritual
blessings to as many people as possible. Preachers will
be available for services during the two Sundays of the
Assembly, August 18 and 25, within aradius of approxi¬
mately 100 miles of the Twin Cities. Already 110 re¬
quests for preachers have been received by the Preach¬
ers Assignment Committee. The reason for limiting
these preachers to 100 mile radius is to enable them
to return to Minneapolis for the afternoon rallies. Con¬
gregations which desire apreacher for one or both of
those Sundays are requested to write the undersigned
prior to February 1st. Please note the February 1st
deadline. Write Pastor William Siegel, Chairman, As¬
signment of Preachers Committee, Third Assembly of
Lutheran World' Federation, 697 13th Avenue, N. E.,
Minneapolis, Minnesota.

unless it’s when adoctor gives apatient the wrong
m e d i c i n e . ”

“O. K., Carl, you win. Can’t keep you serious about
anything veiy long, can I?”

“I could get serious if we had kept on talking about
kids nowadays, pastor!”
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ICEM has also issued an appeal to

the voluntarj' agencies to loan some of
the i r expe r ienced rese t t l emen t s ta f f
w o r k e r s t o t h e m f o r t h e e m e r g e n c y
p e r i o d . T h e y p a r t i c u l a r l y n e e d H u n ¬
garian speaking persons.

J u s t a f t e r t h e i r a r r i v a l , t h e r e f u ¬
gees were housed in temporary re¬
ception camps mainly near Vienna and
within afew days sent to other camps
f u r t h e r i n l a n d i n o r d e r t o a v o i d c o n ¬

g e s t i o n , p a r t i c u l a r l y i f t h e b o r d e r s
open up and new refugees come in.
I t is f rom these second camps near
Graz, Vil lach, Linz and Salzburg that
the resett lement agencies wi l l mainly
w o r k .

W i th t he ICEM reg i s t r a t i on i n fo r¬
mation, the agencies will also attempt
to help indiv idual refugees find their
l o s t f a m i l y m e m b e r s a n d f r i e n d s , a n
impossible task in the early days when
t h e fl o o d o f p e r s o n s c a m e a c r o s s t h e
b o r d e r . C h u r c h o r g a n i z a t i o n s w i l l a l s o
b e i n c o n t a c t w i t h t h e l o c a l p a s t o r s .

R E S E T T L E M E N T P R O G R A M

B E G U N F O R H U N G A R I A N

R E F U G E E S

V i e n n a — ( N L C ) — T h e L u t h e r a n
World Federation, in cooperation with
other resettlement agencies in Austria
u n d e r t h e s u p e r v i s i o n o f t h e I n t e r -
G o v e r n m e n t a l C o m m i t t e e f o r E u r o ¬

pean Migrat ion (ICEM), began regis¬
t r a t i o n o f H u n g a r i a n r e f u g e e s t h e
week o f Nov. 11 i n p repa ra t i on fo r
t h e i r r e s e t t l e m e n t i n o t h e r c o u n t r i e s

of asy lum.

The Protestant agencies involved in
r e s e t t l e m e n t d e c i d e d t o d e l e g a t e r e ¬
sponsibilities for specific areas of the
country for this registration with Graz
s e l e c t e d a s LW F h e a d q u a r t e r s .

T h e W o r l d C o u n c i l o f C h u r c h e s w i l l
be responsible in Salzburg and Villach.
T h e B r e t h r e n S e r v i c e C o m m i s s i o n h a s
accepted responsibi l i ty for Linz.

T h e p r e s e n t L W F r e s e t t l e m e n t
o f fi c e i n S a l z b u r g w i l l w o r k i n c o o p e r ¬
a t i o n w i t h t h e r e s p o n s i b l e a g e n c y
t h e r e . A l l V i e n n a o f fi c e s w i l l w o r k

se p a ra te l y a s b e fo re , i n c l u d i n g t h e
LWF office. All of these agencies will
m a i n t a i n c l o s e s t c o n t a c t w i t h E v a n ¬
g e l i c a l H i l f s w e r k , t h e A u s t r i a n L u ¬
theran Church’s re l ie f agency, which
d i r e c t s m o s t o f t h e P r o t e s t a n t r e l i e f
work be ing done for the Hungar ians
i n A u s t r i a . '

T h e U n i t e d S t a t e s G o v e r n m e n t h a s
o f fe red to accep t 5 ,000 Hungar ian re fu¬
g e e s u n d e r t h e R e f u g e e R e l i e f A c t a n d
only accredited resett lement agencies
in Austria can undertake the process¬
ing and registrat ion for this Act. The
major th ree are LWF, WCC and the
N a t i o n a l C a t h o l i c W e l f a r e C o u n c i l
( N C W C ) . T h e R R A t e r m i n a t e s D e ¬
c e m b e r 3 1 b u t a n e x t e n s i o n f o r t h i s
emergency is expected. LWF, in the
t w o y e a r s s i n c e t h e R R A m o v e m e n t s
began, has aided approximately 1,500
re fugees f r om Aus t r i a t o em ig ra te ●
u n d e r t h i s A c t .

F a r e w e l l t o P a s t o r
O u r c h u r c h p a r l o r s i n S t . P e t e r ’ s

E v a n g e l i c a l L u t h e r a n C h u r c h o f
D w i g h t , I l l i n o i s , w e r e fi l l e d t o c a ¬
pac i t y on the even ing o f November
1 1 a s w e g a t h e r e d f o r a f a r e w e l l
p a r t y , i n h o n o r o f t h e R e v . a n d M r s .
M a r v i n N y g a a r d a n d f a m i l y , w h o s o o n
wil l leave us, to carry on their work
i n anew cong rega t i on .

T h e r e w e r e s e v e r a l d u e t s s u n g b y
young members o f the church , a lso
g r o u p s i n g i n g o f o u r fi n e C h r i s t i a n
h y m n s .

W h e n o n e m u s t s a y “ g o o d - b y e ” i t i s
n a t u r a l t h a t o u r t h o u g h t s t r a v e l b a c k
over the years o f fe l lowship
as they did, there were agreat many
who expressed their gratitude to Rev.
a n d M r s . N y g a a r d f o r t h e i r i n c r e a s i n g
e f f o r t s i n b r i n g i n g a l l i n t o a c l o s e r
walk with God, and agreater commit¬
m e n t o f t h e i r l i v e s t o J e s u s C h r i s t .

T h i s w a s e s p e c i a l l y s o , o n t h e p a r t
o f t h e y o u n g e r p e o p l e , w h o h a v e
s h a r e d i n C h r i s t i a n F e l l o w s h i p a n d
y o u t h g r o u p s a n d S u n d a y S c h o o l
t e a c h e r s a n d w o r k e r s . I t i s w i t h o u r
h e a r t i e s t b e s t w i s h e s t h a t w e w i s h

t h e m j o y i n t h e i r f u t u r e w o r k a n d
G o d ’ s r i c h e s t b l e s s i n g s u p o n t h e i r
lives, as we thank God for their serv¬
i c e s i n o u r m i d s t .

a n d k

D A M A G E T O L U T H E R A N
C H U R C H E S I N H U N G A R Y
R E P O R T E D B Y L W F

G e n e v a , S w i t z e r l a n d — ( N L C ) —
D a m a g e t o L u t h e r a n c h u r c h e s i n
Budapest caused by civil war in Hun¬
g a r y h a s n o t b e e n g r e a t , b u t t w o
L u t h e r a n c h u r c h e s i n t h e H u n g a r i a n
c a p i t a l , i n c l u d i n g t h e m a i n c h u r c h o f
B u d a , w e r e d e s t r o y e d d u r i n g t h e fi g h t ¬
i n g , a c c o r d i n g t o r e l i a b l e r e p o r t s r e ¬
c e i v e d a t L u t h e r a n W o r l d F e d e r a t i o n

headquarters here.

However, these repor ts added, the
m a i n L u t h e r a n c h u r c h i n P e s t o n D e a k

S q u a r e w a s u n d a m a g e d u p t o N o ¬
v e m b e r 1 0 t h .

T h e b u i l d i n g o f t h e c h u r c h a d m i n i s ¬
t ra t ion in Budapest , has been bad ly
damaged, including alarge l ibrary and
arch ives . The theo log ica l seminary ’s
d o r m i t o r y f o r f o r t y t h e o l o g i c a l s t u ¬
dents a lso suffered dur ing the fight¬
i n g , t h e LW F s a i d .

T h e r e p o r t s r e c e i v e d h e r e f r o m
B u d a p e s t c o n fi r m e d e a r l i e r a n n o u n c e ¬
ments that Bishop Zol tan Turoczy of
Gyor, who was sentenced to ten years
in prison in 1945, has taken charge
o f t h e C h u r c h ’ s n o r t h e r n d i o c e s e .

The 63-year-o ld church leader be¬
c a m e b i s h o p o f t h e T i s c i a n D i s t r i c t o f
t h e L u th e r a n C h u r c h o f H u n g a r y i n
1 9 3 9 . I n 1 9 4 5 h e w a s s e n t e n c e d t o t e n

years o f impr isonment , bu t re leased
a f t e r a s h o r t e r t e r m .

From 1948 to 1952 Bishop Turoczy
w a s r e i n s t a t e d a s h e a d o f t h e D a n u b e
District, but in 1952 once again forced
t o I ’ e t i r e . N o s u c c e s s o r w a s n a m e d
a t t h a t t i m e a s f o u r L u t h e r a n d i o c e s e s
were amalgamated into two under the
l e a d e r s h i p o f C o m m u n i s t - s p o n s o r e d
Bishops Lajos Veto and Deszery, both
(^ f whom res igned dur ing the recent
upheaval in Hungai ’y.

Mrs. T. B. , Dwight .

H U N G A R I A N R E F U G E E S H O U S E D
I N C H U R C H I N S T I T U T I O N S

M o r e t h a n 2 5 0

Hungarian refugees were given rooms
in five institutions owned by the Aus¬
t r i a n L u t h e r a n C h u r c h i n r e s p o n s e t o
an appeal from the Austr ian govern¬
m e n t a n d t h e I n t e r n a t i o n a l R e d C r o s s

that large camps be disbanded and the
refugees suppor ted in inst i tu t ions or
pr ivate dwel l ings. I t was hoped thus
to avoid the deteriorating 'conditions
r e s u l t i n g f r o m c o n fi n e d c a m p l i f e
a m o n g r e f u g e e s .

The Hungarian refugees wil l remain
i n t h e s e i n s t i t u t i o n s u n t i l t h e y c a n
r e s e t t l e i a a n o t h e r c o u n t r y o r b e l o ¬
ca l l y i n teg ra ted . Food , c lo th ing and
o t h e r n e c e s s i t i e s a r e p r o v i d e d f o r
t h e m i n t h e c h u r c h i n s t i t u t i o n s b y
E v a n g e l i c a l H i l f s w e r k , c h u r c h r e l i e f
a g e n c y, w h i c h a l s o a r r a n g e d t h e i r
t ransportat ion.

The five evangelical institutions ac¬
cep t ing the re fugees a re l oca ted in
W e i e r n , S a l z e r b a d a n d T r e f f e n i n
southern Austr ia, GaUneukirchen near
Linz and Weidl ing outside of Vienna.
A l l b u t W e i d l i n g w e r e c h i l d r e n ’ s
h o m e s a n d i n G a U n e u k i r c h e n , t h e
E v a n g e l i c a l D o m e s t i c S c i e n c e S c h o o l
f o r G i r l s w a s a l s o u s e d . T h e W e i d l i n g
h o m e i s a l a r g e , o l d b u i l d i n g , e m p t y
in the winter, which is used as achil¬
d r e n ’ s s u m m e r v a c a t i o n h o m e .

Tw e n t y - o n e r e f u g e e s w e r e b e i n g
housed in acity sport center in Vienna
which had been opened up for emer¬
g e n c y. E v a n g e l i c a l H i l f s w e r k w a s
asked to supply them wi th food and
c lo th ing by the c i ty ’s we l fa re o ffice,
w h i c h d i r e c t s t h e c e n t e r .

V i e n n a — ( N L C )

T h e d u t i e s o f t h e a r e a r e s e t t l e m e n t

o fficers w i l l be p r imar i l y to reg is te r
t h e r e f u g e e s f o r I C E M b u t a l s o t o
p r o v i d e a c e n t e r f o r t h e m t o r e c e i v e
m a t e r i a l a i d a n d c o u n s e l i n g d u r i n g
their stay in the country. Every effort
wil l be made to move those desir ing
t o r e s e t t l e t o o t h e r W e s t e r n C o u n t r i e s

offer ing asylum as soon as possible.
Those wishing to remain will be cared
for in homes as groups or pr ivately.
T h e g o v e r n m e n t a n d R e d C r o s s a r e
t r y i n g t o a v o i d t h e e s t a b l i s h m e n t o f
l a r g e r e f u g e e c a m p s a n d t h e d e p r e s s ¬
ing "camp l i fe” resul t ing f rom these.
A n e s t i m a t e d f o u r - fi f t h s o f t h e 1 5 , 0 0 0
re fugees s t i l l i n Aus t r i a w ish to go
t o o t h e r W e s t e r n c o u n t r i e s a n d s e v e r a l

hundred have already left without for¬
m a l r e g i s t r a t i o n s i n t r a n s p o r t s a r ¬
ranged for by the countries accepting
t h e m . T h e s e c o u n t r i e s i n c l u d e S w i t ¬

ze r land , Ho l l and , Eng land , Be lg ium,
France, Portugal , Sweden and Amer¬
i c a .
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A m e r i c a n
L u t h e r a n s w e r e c a l l e d u p o n h e r e t o
i n c r e a s e t h e " o u t p o u r i n g o f f u n d s ’ ’ f o r
Lutheran World Action in the l ight of
the recent crises in Hungary and the
M i d d l e E a s t .

The special plea was voiced by Dr.
P a u l C . E m p i e , e x e c u t i v e d i r e c t o r o f
the National Lutheran Council, who
i s a l s o d i r e c t o r o f t h e a n n u a l L W A '
fi n a n c i a l a p p e a l t o r a i s e f u n d s f o r
e m e r g e n c y a c t i v i t i e s a t h o m e a n d
a b r o a d .

Referring to the re-conquest of Hun¬
gary by Russ ian mi l i tary forces, Dr.
Empie expressed the belief that “de¬
spite the events of these last tragic
d a y s t h e t i m e i s n e a r a t h a n d w h e n
i t wi l l be possib le in some measure
t o a s s i s t o u r b r e t h r e n i n t h e I r o n
C u r t a i n c o u n t r i e s .

He predicted that amajor develop¬
m e n t i n t h e w o r k o f L u t h e r a n W o r l d
A c t i o n n e x t y e a r a n d i n 1 9 5 8 w i l l b e
o n e o f i n c r e a s e d a i d t o L u t h e r a n s
in Eastern Europe.

For that reason,’’ he added, “we
fervently hope that the outpouring of
funds for LWA will increase, for there
is not the slightest doubt that should
it become possible to send help in a
manner which will strengthen and not
e n d a n g e r t h e r e c i p i e n t s , o u r g i f t s
s h o u l d b e i n t e r m s o f h u n d r e d s a n d
t h o u s a n d s o f d o l l a r s a n n u a l l y a n d
would run into million dollar figures
during the year immediately before

L U T H E R A N T I D I N G S

F I R S T L U T H E R A N - S P O N S O R E D
H U N G A R I A N R E F U G E E S A R R I V E D

N e w Y o r k — ( N L C ) — T h e r e w e r e
e leven Lu the ran Re fugee Se rv i ce spon¬
sored fami l ies among the Hungar ian
r e f u g e e s r e a c h i n g t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s
du r i ng t he fi r s t week o f t he emer¬
gency air-lift for recent escapees from
H u n g a r y , L R S s t a t e d h e r e o n N o ¬
v e m b e r 2 7 .

More Lu therans f rom Hungary a re
expected as planes chartered by the
I n t e r - g o v e r n p i e n t a l C o m m i t t e e f o r E u ¬
r o p e a n M i g r a t i o n w i l l c o n t i n u e t o
bring the speedily processed refugees
to haven in the United States, the re¬
p o r t a d d e d .

Among the very first to arrive under
Lutheran sponsorship was Mrs. Jolan
Gyorgy and her two young sons, Ist-
v a n a n d A n d r e a s .

I n N e w Yo r k , t h e y w e r e m e t b y
Mr. Gyorgy, husband and father, who
saw h i s f am i l y f o r t he fi r s t t ime i n
fi v e y e a r s .

Mr. Gyorgy fled from Hungary in
1951 but was unable to bring his wife
and children along. His wife and the
ch i ld ren managed to leave Hungary
w i t h t h e r e c e n t r e f u g e e fl o o d , a n d
L u t h e r a n R e f u g e e S e r v i c e a c c o m ¬
p l i s h e d a s p e e d y f a m i l y r e u n i o n .

T h e n e w a r r i v a l s u n d e r L u t h e r a n
sponsorship had been processed for
v i s a s i n r e c o r d t i m e . A c c o r d i n g t o
r e p o r t s r e c e i v e d h e r e f r o m L u t h e r a n
W o r l d F e d e r a t i o n o f fi c e s i n A u s t r i a

t h i s week , t he fi rs t - reg i s te red Hun¬
garian Lutheran families had received
t h e i r v i s a s i n l e s s t h a n a w e e k a f t e r
r e g i s t r a t i o n u n d e r t h e s t e p p e d - u p
emergency resett lement procedure.

A t t h e s a m e t i m e , r e p o r t s f r o m

Page 15
Austria indicated that the refugee sit¬
uation in general was worsening by
the day.

In spite of brutal Soviet border guard
efforts to prevent the escape of free¬
dom-seeking Hungarians, the flood of
refugees continued unabated, and at
the end of the third week in November
LWF representat ives in Austr ia est i¬
mated the total of Hungarian refugees
at over 60,000.

Even though anumber of countries
besides the United States, including
Great Britain, Canada, France, the
S c a n d i n a v i a n c o u n t r i e s , We s t G e r ¬
many and Latin American republics
have offered shelter to the Hungarian
refugees, i t is not possible to
the human mass of misery sufficiently

N e w Y o r k — ( N L C )

m o v e

Also the LWF reports indicated, a
g r e a t n u m b e r o f t h e n e w l y a r r i v e d
refugees do not want to be brought
to far-away countries because families
have been split up in the flight, and
those who miss c lose re lat ives want
to stay in Austria at least until they
l e a r n m o r e a b o u t t h e f a t e o f t h e i r
f o l k s .

t f
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Key Women Meet in
One-Day Session

(Con t inued f rom page 9 )

2) That we suggest and encourage
the use of individual offering boxes
for contributions to the national WMS,
to be collected twice yearly.

3) That we set aminimum goal of
one dollar per woman in the congre¬
gation for WMS and that we earmark
one-third of the total for the general
fund, and two-thirds for a, Grand View
col lege Dormi tory Bed Fund.

4 ) T h a t w e s e t t h e d e a d l i n e f o r
contributions to the Korean Orphan
p r o j e c t a s E a s t e r 1 9 5 7 .

5) That we go on record favoring
the Breakfast Session at District Con¬
ventions if, and whenever, it can be
arranged with the host congregation.

The afternoon session adjourned
w i t h a n e x p r e s s e d d e s i r e f o r m o r e
such meetings.

U S .

Turning to the Middle East, Dr.
Empie reported that the fighting in
Egypt has not yet had adirect effect
u p o n t h e L u t h e r a n W o r l d F e d e r a t i o n ’ s
relief work, which is centered largely
i n J o r d a n .

LWF representatives there, he said,
have sent their families to safety but
h a v e d e c l a r e d t h e i r i n t e n t i o n o f r e ¬
m a i n i n g i n d e fi n i t e l y “ s o t h a t t h e r e f u ¬
gees depending upon LWF act iv i t ies
wil l not suffer by their default. ’ ’

Dr. Empie urged continued prayers
“in behalf of our brethren in Hungary
a n d o t h e r l a n d s b e h i n d t h e I r o n C u r ¬
tain” and also for "suffering people
in the Middle East, the Far East and
all parts of the world where tensions

o f h a t e a n d s u s p i c i o n f r u s t r a t e t h e w i l l
o f God fo r reconc i l ia t ion and peace
a m o n g a l l m e n . ”

Meanwhile, the Rev. Roll in Shaffer,
p r o m o t i o n s e c r e t a r y f o r LW A , r e ¬
por ted that rece ip ts for the firs t ten
months of 1956 had reached $1,861,454
or 59 per cent of agoal of $3,172,000.
This, he said, was six per cent less
t h a n t h e t o t a l c o n t r i b u t e d i n a c o m ¬
parab le pe r i od l as t yea r.

The complete report fol lows:
Esther Jepsen, Sec.

P e r c e n t P e r c e n t
C a s h G o a l G o a l

G o a l R e c e i v e t l 1 0 - 3 1 - 6 6 1 0 - 3 1 - 5 5

67 71
201,070.68 .32 56
347,525.17 61 57
210,000.00 59 67

21,500.00 46 57
10,000.00 29 53
15,985.69 68 62

5,983.4237 5 1
49,259.56

$3,172,000.00 $1,861,454.28 59 6 5

Church Body
Forgotten ?United Lutheran Church in America $1,488,960.00 $1,000,129.76

Evangelical Lutheran Church 6 3 7 , 1 0 5 . 0 0
American Lutheran Church  5 6 6 , 4 9 4 . 0 0
Augustana Lutheran Church  3 5 8 , 1 4 1 . 0 0
Lutheran Free Church 4 7 , 0 5 0 . 0 0
United Evangelical Lutheran Church 34,702.00
.Suomi Synod  2 3 , 5 8 1 . 0 0
American Evangelical Lutheran Church__ 1.5,967.00
Undesignated 

H a s a n y o n e f o r g o t t e n
A b o u t a l i t t l e p a m p h l e t
C a l l e d “ T h e F i r m F o u n d a t i o n ” ?

T h e n p l e a s e d o r e m e m b e r
'rhat books cost money.
A n d I a m o u t o f m o n e y
I f you do no t remi t .

T O T A L V . S . J .
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Petersen gave atalk about his travels,
hitch-hiking through Europe last sum¬
mer; he also showed color sl ides of
h i s t r i p . AJun io r Cho i r i s f unc t i on¬
i n g w e l l h e r e a n d s a n g a t a r e c e n t
morning worship service of the con¬
gregation.

Enumclavv, Washington. Anew Ad¬
vent plan is being tr ied. Each family
h a s b e e n g i v e n a f o u r - p l a c e c a n d l e
holder, and each Sunday in Advent a
c a n d l e w i l l b e i s s u e d t o t h e f a m i l y .
A c a l e n d a r o f A d v e n t a c t i v i t i e s h a s
been distributed, with scripture refer¬
ences for each day. “The children will
have an opportuni ty for afest ive de¬
v o t i o n p e r i o d e a c h e v e n i n g d u r i n g
Advent, in which they can sing a
Chr is tmas song, l i gh t the i r cand les ,
read the sc r i p tu re and say ap raye r
t o g e t h e r . ” P a s t o r H o l g e r A n d e r s e n
reports an increase in Sunday School
e n r o l l m e n t h e r e , a n d n o w h a s t h e
advisory assistance of Pastor Svend
Holm. Meanwhi le, progress cont inues
o n t h e b u i l d i n g o f t h e n e w c h u r c h
here, with the roof soon to be in place
a n d t h e c o n s t r u c t i o n e n c l o s e d . I t i s
expected that total cost of the build¬
ing will be $35,000 without furnish¬
i n g s .

F r e d s v i l l e , l o Y f - a . A H a r v e s t S a l e
held here recently brought the chuch
$1,600. This congregation joined Cedar
F a l l s , Wa t e r l o o a n d C e d a r H e i g h t s
groups in sponsoring' the young peo¬
p le ’s convent ion ear ly in November,
w i t h S u n d a y s e r v i c e s h e l d i n t h e r u r a l
F r e d s v i l l e c h u r c h .

Des Moines, Iowa. AChurch Voca¬
t i o n s C o n f e r e n c e w a s s c h e d u l e d f o r
N o v e m b e r 2 3 - 2 4 a t G r a n d V i e w , c o n ¬
d u c t e d j o i n t l y w i t h t h e I o w a S y n o d
of the ULCA. “I t wi l l be the purpose
o f t h e c o n f e r e n c e t o c h a l l e n g e t h e
y o u n g m e n o f t h e c h u r c h t o t o t a l
c o m m i t m e n t t o t h e C h r i s t i a n c a u s e a s
pastors or as con.secrated lay leaden?.”

Hay Springs, Nebraska. Pastor Cal¬
vin Rossmnn is at present on vacation
i l l l l i o S o u t l i , a n d B c l i o d u l e d t o i j r o a c h
at Danevang November 25 and Granly,
Mississippi, on December 2. The Mar¬
t i n L u t h e r fi l m w a s s h o w n a t a “ f a m ¬

i ly n ight” here recent ly.

C h i c a g o , I l l i n o i s . T r i n i t y C h u r c h ,
which set i tsel f a$5,000 goal for the
Fai th and Li fe Advance, reached the
figure of thrice that: $15,495.50. Mean¬
w h i l e t h e s m a l l e r s o u t h s i d e c h u r c h ,
S t . S t e p h e n ’ s , c a m e v e r y n e a r t h e
$8,000 mark.

W h e n I D i e
O V R C H U R C H (Con t i nued f r om Page 4 )

k e p t i n o r d e r . M a k e s u r e t h e c e m e ¬
tery management cuts the grass and
plants new grass if it is needed, but
d o n o t c o m e t o b e w i t h m e . I w i l l

n o t b e f o u n d i n a p l o t o f g r o u n d
among the dead. Ihope to be in the
c o m p a n y o f t h o s e w h o l i v e f o r e v e r .

You see what I’ve been urging upon
y o u . A s I s a y , I d o n ’ t t h i n k m y
fune ra l i s t he mos t impo r tan t t h i ng
y o u ’ l l e v e r a r r a n g e — i t ’ s j u s t t h a t
F r e d ’ s f u n e r a l m a d e m e s o m a d . Y o u

try to make mine amemorable occa¬
s i o n . H a v e a s l i t t l e o s t e n t a t i o n a n d
demonstrat ion as possible. Spend as
l i t t l e m o n e y a s p o s s i b l e . G e t a s m u c h
s leep as poss ib l e .

But above all, look up and remem¬
ber that God is God. If you can be¬
l i e v e w h a t o u r r e l i g i o n t e a c h e s a b o u t
this occasion,,you needn’t be distraught
w h e n t h e t i m e c o m e s . B e c a u s e I k n o w
y o u d o s o b e l i e v e , I w a n t y o u a n d
a l l t h e o t h e r s w h o l o v e m e a n d w h o

w i l l m o u r n m e t o l o o k l i k e p e o p l e
lor whom the Rock of Ages was cleft
— l i k e p e o p l e w h o a r e n o t s h a k e n
or afraid. Iwant you to look and act
l i k e C h r i s t i a n s .

r l l l l l l l l l l l l l l l l l l l l l l l i i n i l t I H I l I I I I I I I I P I K I I I l I i l l i l i ' l l l t l l - l . i l H I . I " !

Cozad, Nebraska. Pastor Thorvald
H a n s e n r e c e n t l y u n d e r w e n t a s u c c e s s ¬
f u l o p e r a t i o n f o r t h e r e m o v a l o f a
“cranky gall bladder.” Fie is back
at work again, and is reported feeling
fi n e . M e m b e r s o f t h e c o n g r e g a t i o n
gave the family agenerous collection
to help pay the expenses. At aspe¬
c ia l meet ing o f the congregat ion on
D e c e m b e r 9 t h e d e c i s i o n o n w h e t h e r
o r n o t t o b u i l d a n e w c h u r c h w i l l b e
made, amatter that has been pending
f o r s o m e t i m e .

Clinton, Iowa. Pastor Eilert Nielsen
w r i t e s t o s e n d u s a n e w a d d r e s s .
H e n o w l i v e s a t 1 9 0 4 C i r c l e D r i v e
North, Clinton, Iowa. We have no
f u r t h e r i n f o r m a t i o n t h a n t h i s .

Wilbur, Washington. Miss Muriel
N ie l sen w i l l be gues t speake r he re
J a n u a r y 6 . A p o t l u c k d i n n e r w i l l B e
h e l d . P l a n s a r e a l s o t o h a v e M i s s
Nie lsen address the Sunday School .
Qu i t e ex tens i ve imp rovemen ts have
been made ' on the church p roper t y
here recently, including new stairs and
i n s u l a t i o n i n t h e s o c i a l h a l l .

Oak Hill, Iowa. Pastor Carlo Peter¬
sen o f R ingsted, was guest speaker
h e r e a t t h e N o v e m b e r 1 8 H a r v e s t
F e s t i v a l . O n e o f t h e s e m i n a r y s t u ¬
d e n t s f r o m G r a n d V i e w fi l l e d t h e R i n g ¬
s t e d v a c a n c y.

Cedar Falls, Iowa. Pastor Alfred
Sorensen observed h is 70th b i r thday
November 21 , and i s s t i l l ac t i ve as
Home Mission pastor here.

Ringsted, Iowa. At arecent meeting
of the young peop le here , Mr. Pau l

Love,
D a d .

Ten Reasons for Giving
( C o n t i n u e d f r o m P a g e 2 )

h e a r t ,

agiving of one’s resources to carry
o u t t h e w i l l o f G o d .

9 . T o d o G o d ’ s w o r k . G o d i n H i s
mys te r ious p rov idence has so made
m a n t h a t m e n h a v e l i m i t e d b u t r e a l
d o m i n i o n o v e r p a r t o f G o d ’ s c r e a t i o n .
God gives men freedom to creat ively
use this handl ing of His material re¬
sources in order to fulfill His gracious
p u r p o s e s f o r m a n k i n d . M e n m a y b e
Channels of God's love, flowing down¬
w a r d a n d o u t w a r d . “ W e a r e w o r k e r s
t o g e l h o r w H h G o d .

1 0 . To e x p r e s s g r a t i t u d e . E v e r y
C h r i s t i a n s t a n d s a t t h e f o o t o f t h e

Cross and, as he looks up into the face
of Jesus Chr is t , he cannot but say:
“ W h y d i d H e h a v e t o d i e ? I t w a s
not for His s ins, but for the s ins of
those a round h im and fo r my s ins . ”
Then, having first confessed our sins
a t t h e f o o t o f t h e C r o s s i n s o r r o w ,
our hear ts overflow in grat i tude that
G o d “ s p a r e d n o t H i s o w n S o n b u t
d e l i v e r e d H i m u p f o r u s a l l . ” T h e n t h e
Christian can sing; “Love so amazing,
so divine, demands my l i fe, my soul,
m y a l l . ”

Apar t o f th is b roken ego is
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T h a n k s
H o p e L u t h e r a n C h u r c l i o f E n u m -

c l a w , W a s h i n g t o n , e x t e n d s i t s s i n c e r e
thanks t o t he Amer i can Evange l i ca l
Lutheran Church at Circle Pines, Min¬
nesota, for i ts contr ibut ion from their
D i s t r i c t Conven t i on he ld a t C l i n ton ,
Iowa, September 28-30, 1956. We are
most grateful for your kind deed that
c o m e a s a p l e a s a n t s u r p r i s e ,
bless you and give you reward.
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YULE Magazine on Sale
"If anyone has been unable to pur¬

c h a s e a Y U L E m a g a z i n e t h r o u g h a
loca l You th Fe l lowsh ip g roup p lease
send your order d i rect ly to me: Mrs.
Agnes Nussle, Tyler, Minn. The pr ice
is again 75 cents.
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